Thankfully, Prof. Quist pays little or no attention to these popular Civil War legends in Michigan's War, instead presenting the reader with an excellent collection of real, mainly contemporaneous documents preceded by short introductions and explanations on these participants and observers, their circumstances and situations. Then follow the personal letters, correspondence to newspapers, and official reports and communications, giving the experiences and thoughts of Michigan officers and soldiers, nurses and doctors, volunteers and African Americans. A small number of these documents and anecdotes come from the postwar memoirs of soldiers and a famous volunteer named Julia Wheelock, yet these are powerful and can't help but convey the war's emotional impact on the writers well after the battles were over. Many of the letters and articles center on the evolving meaning of and reason for the conflict, and the Michigan's War provides, then, a wide range of instructive primary source material in a concise and accessible format, some that was familiar, but with some surprises, too. For example, there's an expressive letter by a soldier in the 4 th Michigan Infantry telling of "war's transformations"how an innocent boy who was not yet 16 had joined the army and turned into a hero of several battles, while another of his friends was "crippled in limb -broken in health" by the war. The letter writer, Walter C. White of Hudson, Michigan, was sure that though the men were cold and miserable in bivouac, better days were coming. But White was wrong. I was familiar with him, because I'd described his death in action at Fredericksburg in a regimental history I co-authored several years ago; he was struck in the head by a bullet as he lay on the ground before the Confederate infantry along the base of Marye's Heights. Though I knew as I read his letter what was going to happen to him four days later, it was still moving and tragic. Michigan history buffs have noted with pride over the years of the state's contribution of over 90,000 men to the conflict (mainly in the Union Army and mostly volunteers), and that more than 14,000 didn't come home; more than 4,000 of these men were killed or mortally wounded. But there are also heart-breaking and troubling views here that reflect Michiganders' ambivalence over the war and abolition, and out-and-out racism. There's the letter of African-American John Jackson of Monroe, who wrote that though it was sad to have to leave the country of his birth, he knew he might find "all the civil and social rights and privileges of citizenship" that he couldn't have in the United States by joining a colonization plan and moving to Liberia or Haiti. There's a horrible account of a black man, John Taylor, arrested for of attacking an Ingham County family, being dragged from the county jail and lynched in Mason, Michigan in 1866. And there's an incredible report by the provost marshal, or military police chief, of Huron County, who, with the county sheriff, was threatened and shot at by an armed mob when they tried to arrest men who had been drafted yet refused to report for duty in January 1865.
Lastly, let me just note that fans of the Sarah Edmonds/Franklin Thompson story and the silly but bestselling book of her alleged spy-in-disguise adventures would do well to pay attention to the accounts in Michigan's War of Anna Etheridge and Jane Hinsdale, women who initially joined the 2 nd Michigan Infantry as nurses and attendants who actually had experiences that Edmonds' incorporated into her novel. All of this is good stuff, and Michigan's War has scores of such documents. Any serious reader of the state's history in the Civil War will not want to leave this book to college students.
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